希望を求めて  ― 原子力災害以降の移住者のナラティブ分析から ―
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The radioactive contamination caused by the accident at TEPCO’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant in March 2011 not only led to large-scale evacuations in Japan, but also triggered emigration. But why did people choose to leave Japan, even though they could have found less contaminated
places in Japan? This study uses Ernst Bloch’s concept of hope as an analytical framework to explain
migration from Japan to Australia following the disaster. According to Bloch, the real world does not
operate on solid facts, but on processes that are in progress. Thus people’s perception of the real world
is based not only on what has already happened, but also on the possibilities of what is to come. The
most important of Bloch’s ideas is the notion of hope as something “not yet” existing. Hope exists only
insofar as we hope for, or believe in the possibility of, the realisation of what is not yet. This study, then,
examines what people consider to be “present” or “not yet” about the post-disaster world, and how they
experience hope or despair, drawing on an analysis of the narratives of 12 emigrants to Australia. The
analysis shows that, based on the detected radiation levels and physical symptoms, it was recognised
that radioactive material in the environment was definitely “present”, and this was the starting point
for despair. Therefore, people began to look outside Japan, where radioactive materials were not yet
present. At the same time, because of the extremely long-term nature of radioactive materials, people
began to look at the future post-disaster world from a long-time perspective. The more convinced they
became of the existence of radioactive materials and their long-term effects, the more they inevitably
began to think outside the country and into the future about the many possibilities that “do not yet
exist”. Faced with the invisibility of radioactive materials and the uncertainty of the effects of exposure
on future generations, migration is a choice that can be realised through the act of travelling abroad,
and a way of finding something definite in the chaos. In this sense, emigration is nothing less than a
way of realising hope.
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